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STATE OF BRUNEI 
National Registration Enactment, 1949. 


(Enactment No.3 of 1949) 


Legal Report. 


This Enactment is similar to the Sarawak National 
Registration Ordinance, 1949 (Ordinance No.2/49) except 
that - 

(a) formal amendments have been made, such as 
deleting all references to Headman and Native Officers, 
and substituting "State" for "Colony" and "Sultan in 
Council" or "Resident" for "Governor in Council" or 
"Governor"; 

(b) the wording of section 17 has been altered, 
as the Registrar of Criminals, Sarawak, acts as the 
Registrar for Brunei; and 

(ec) the wording of section 23 has been altered, 
as there is no gazette at present in Brunei. 
(Provision is about to be made for the publication 


of a Brunei Government Gazette). 
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SAVING. 


Krom the High Commissioner for Brune}. 


To the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 


STATE OF BRUNEI 


ENACTMENT NO. 3 OF 1949 


An Enactment to provide for the registration of all per- 
sons in the State. 


IE, 18, 18, IRIE A IPN. 
British Resident, 
Brunei, 
10th June 1949 


IT IS HEREBY ENACTED by His Highness the Sultan 
in Council as follows: 


1.—This Enactment may be cited as the National Regis- 
tration Enactment, 1949, and shall come into operation on 
the 10th day of June 1949, 


2.—In this Enactment unless the context otherwise 
requires 


“Commissioner”? means the person appointed by the 
Sultan in Council for the purpose of carrying out the 
provisions of this Enactment; 

“finger print’? includes thumb print; 

“police officer’? means any member of the Brunei Police 
Force; 

“Registration Authority’? means a person appointed by 
the Commissioner to be a Registration Authority for 
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this 
Enactment. 


3.—(1) Subject to the provisions of section 21, every 
person within the State shall be registered under and in 
accordance with the provisions of this Enactment. 


(2) The Commissioner shall, for the purpose of 
carrying out the provisions of this Enactment, divide the 
State into such registration areas as he deems fit and shall 
by order prescribe the time at or within which and the place 
at which persons or any specified class or description of per- 
sons within a registration area, or within any specified part 
thereof, shall register. 


4.—(1) A person required by order made under section 
3 to register shall at or within the time specified by the order 
attend at the place specified in the order and 
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registration, 
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(a) submit to all such steps as may be reasonably 
necessary for the taking of photographs of him- 
self in accordance with any directions given by 
the Registration Authority or deliver to the 
Registration Authority two ordinary passport 
size unmounted duplicate photographs of him- 
self to the satisfaction of the Registration 
Authority; 


(b) submit to all such steps as may be reasonably 
necessary for the taking and recording of his 
finger prints; 


(c) give the following particulars to the Registration 
Authority, namely— 


(1) his name, or, if he is known by different 
lames, each of such names, in full, and 
he name of his father: 

(11) the full address of his usual place of 
residence, and, if such place is not within 
he State, the full address of any tem- 
porary place of residence within the 


(iii) his race, and where applicable, his dia- 


(iv) his place of birth; 


(v) his age and sex; 


(vi) his occupation, trade or employment; 


(vii) the length of his residence in the State: 
and 


(viii) such other particulars as the Registration 
Authority may in any particular case 
consider necessary for purposes of identi- 
fication. 


(2) Any person, required by order made under 
3 or by section 6 or by subsection (3) of section 21 
to register, who fails for any reason to comply with the pro- 
visions of such order or of section 6 or of subsection (3) 
of section 21 shall, whether he has been convicted of an 
offence under this Enactment or not, at or within such time 
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as a Registration Authority may direct attend at such place 
as such direction may specify and comply with the provisions 
of paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of subsection (1). 


5.—(1) A person complying with the provisions of 
seciion 4 shall be issued by the Registration Authority with 
an identity card containing a copy of such person’s photo- 
graph, an impression of his finger prints and such other parti- 
culars as may be necessary for his identification. 


(2) The Resident may by order prescribe the form 
of identity card, including the colour thereof, to be issued in 
any specified area or areas or to any specified class or 
description of persons, 


6.—Subject to the provisions of section 21— 


(a) any person entering the State shall, unless 
already registered under and in accordance with 
the provisions of this Enactment, within four- 
teen days of his arrival in the State register 
with the Registration Authority nearest to his 

point of entry or to his place of residence and 

the provisions of paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) 

of subsection (1) of section 4 and of section 5 

shall apply to such person accordingly; 


(b) any person who changes his place of residence 
and takes up residence in an area in which an 
order has been made under section 3 and the 
time specified in the order has expired shall, 
unless already registered under and in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this Enactment or 
unless such order would not have applied to 
him if he had been resident in that area at the 
time such order was made, within fourteen days 
of taking up his residence as aforesaid register 
with the Registration Authority nearest his place 
of residence in that-area and the provisions of 
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of subsection 
(1) of section 4 and of section 5 shall apply 
to such person accordingly. 


7.—(1) If any person, registered under and in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this Enactment is in any regis- 
tration area at a time when persons in that area are required 
by order made under section 3 to register, such person shall, 
if such order applies to him, attend at or within the time and 
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at the place specified in the order and shall produce to the 
Registration Authority his identity card, but shall not be 
required to and shall not register with such Registration 


Authority, ry 
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authorized in writing in that behalf by the Commissioner, may 
at any time require any person, not being a person exempted f 
under paragraph (d), (e) or (f) of subsection (1) of section 
21, to produce his identity card for inspection, and, if such 
person refuses or fails to produce such card on demand or 
within such reasonable time as such Authority or officer may 
allow, he shall be guilty of an offence against this Enactment. 
(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of section 
19, for purposes of identification, any such Authority or officer 
may at any time take the finger prints of any person required 
Or apparently required to be registered under this Enactment 
and any person whose finger prints are required under this 
section shall submit to all such steps as may be reasonably 
necessary for the taking thereof. 
Loss of 10.—Where an identity card is lost, destroyed or defaced 
pete card the person to whom the card relates shall forthwith report 
motihed: the fact to the nearest Registration Authority, District Officer or 
to the nearest police station, A duplicate identity card may 
be issued in place of one lost, destroyed or defaced on such 
condition or conditions as may be prescribed by the Sultan 
in Council. 
cect (os __11.—Any person who finds a lost identity card shall forth- 
foudeliver it with deliver it to the nearest Registration Authority, District 
to the proper Officer or to the nearest police Station, (e 
authority. 
Return of 12.—Upon the death of a person to whom an identits 
identity card card was issued, the person in possession of his identity card 
on death of é : 7 : : Del ares 7 
holder. shall deliver it to the nearest Registration Authority, Districj 


Officer or to the nearest police station within fourteen days 
after the date of the death. 


es 13.—(1) Any person registered under this Enactment, 
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departure and the date and place thereof to a Registration 
Authority and shall surrender his identity card immediately 
before his departure from the State to such person as the 
Registration Authority may direct, 


(2) Any such person, on returning to the State, 
shall, within fourteen days of his return to the State, report to 
the Registration Authority nearest to his point of entry or to his 
place of residence and, if necessary for the purpose of identi- 
fication in order that his identity card may be returned to him, 
shall submit to all such steps as may be reasonably necessary 
for taking his finger prints. 


(3) The Sultan in Council may by order exempt 
from the provisions of this section any person or any class 
or description of persons intending to leave the State 
temporarily. 


14.—A person registered under and in accordance with 
the provisions of this Enactment who changes his name or 
makes any change in his place of residence, or a person who 
has in his possession an identity card containing any particulars 
which are to his knowledge incorrect, shall forthwith report 
the fact to the nearest Registration Authority, District Officer 
or to the nearest police station. 


15.—(1) Any person who— 


(a) being a person liable to registration under this 
Enactment, fails to register at or within the 
time prescribed by or in pursuance of this Enact- 
mene. 07 


(b) in giving the particulars required under section 
4 makes any statement or gives any information 
which is false in any material particular, and 
which he either knows or believes to be false 
or does not believe to be true; or 


(c) except by lawful authority, makes any mark or 
entry upon, or erases, cancels or alters any mark 
or entry contained in, or otherwise defaces, or 
destroys, an identity card; or 


(d) is in unlawful possession of or makes use of an 
identity card belonging to any other person; or 
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(e) obtains or has possession of more than one 
identity card, unless he can show that he 
obtained or had possession of such identity > 
cards innocently; or 


(f) fails to comply with the provisions of section 
VOW ME sete teSOn aor 


(g) save with the permission of the Commissioner, 
sends or takes out of the State an identity card; 
or 


(h) being a pareni or guardian of a person under 
the age of sixteen years, conduces to, by 
neglect or otherwise the commission of an 
offence against this Enactment by such person; 
or 


(i) unlawfully issues an identity card; or 


(j) save in the public interest and with the per- 
mission of the Commissioner or for the pur- 
poses of criminal proceedings, publishes or 
communicates to any person any information 
contained in any book, register or record made 
under or for the purposes of carrying out the 
provisions of this Enactment; or 


(k) aids or abets the commission of any offence 
against this Enactment; 


Shall be guilty of an offence against this Enactment. 

(2) Any person guilty of an offence against this 
Enactment shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding one year or to a fine not exceeding five hundred 


dollars or to both such imprisonment and fine. 


Arrest 16.—When any person reasonably suspected of the com- 
mission of an offence against this Enactment does not. on the 
demand of a police officer, give his name and residence or 
gives a name or residence which such officer has reason to 


believe to be false or gives as his residence a place not within 
the State, he may be arrested without warrant by such officer. 


Report on 17.—Any document purporting to be a report under the 
me pants hand of the Registrar of Criminals as defined by or appointed 
oO be ‘ 


under any law for the time being in force in the State of 


evidence. 
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3runei relating to the registration of criminals, upon any 
linger prints duly submitted to him for examination and 


report, shall be admissible in evidence in any trial in regard 
to an offence against this Enactment unless the Court shall 


require such Registrar to be called as a witness. 
ew 

18.—Any document purporting to be a statement as to 
the contents of any book, register or record kept for the 
purposes of carrying out the provisions of this Enactment, 
under the hand of the Commissioner, or under the hand of 
the Registration Authority having custody of such book, 
register or record, shall be admissible in evidence in proof of 
the contents of such book, register or record, unless the Court 
shall require such book, register or record to be produced. 


19.—No entry in any book, register or record made under 
or for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this 
Enactment shall, as against the person to whom the entry 
refers, and no identity card shall, as against the lawful holder 
thereof, be admissible in evidence in any criminal or civil 
proceeding, save and except in a prosecution for an offence 
against this Enactment. 


20.—Nothing in this Enactment shall be deemed to re- 
lieve any person of any obligation under any other written 
law to be in possession of a passport or any other travel 
document whatsoever, 


21.—(1) None of the following persons shall be required 
to register under this Enactment— 


(a) any police officer; or 
(b) any member of His Majesty’s armed forces: or 


(Cc) any person in possession of a passport or other 
lravel document, or of any official document 
whether issued within or without the State 
which the Commissioner has by order directed 
to be deemed for the purpose of this section to 
be a travel document, who does not intend to 
remain and does not remain in the State for a 
period exceeding three months: or 


(d) such aged or infirm persons as the Com- 
missioner may exempt; or 


(e) children under the age of fourteen years; or 
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(f) such persons as the Sultan in Council may by 
order exempt; 


Provided that the burden of proving that a person is exempted 
from liability to register under this Enactment shall lie on 
the person claiming such exemption, 


(2) The official identity card or other official docu- 
ment of identity issued to a police officer or a member of His 
Majesty’s armed forces, and in respect of any person exempted 
under paragraph (c) of subsection (1) his passport or other 
travel document, shall for the purposes of section 9 be deemed 
to be an identity card. 


(3) Any person who ceases to have the status and 
qualifications specified in subsection (1), that is to say, 


ceases to be a police officer or a member of His Majesty’s 
armed forces or being a person referred to in paragraph 
(c) of subsection (1) remains in the State for a period 


exceeding three months or being a child attains the age of 
fourteen years or any person who ceases to be exempted by 
the Sultan in Council or the Commissioner, as the case may be, 
if in a registration area at a time when persons in that area 
are required by order made under section 3 to register and if 
such order applies to him, shall at or within the time specified 
in the order attend at the place specified in the order, or if 
the time specified in the order has expired shall within one 
month of ceasing to have such status and qualifications or 
ceasing to be exempted as aforesaid report to the nearest 
Registration Authority, and the provisions of paragraphs (a), 
(b) and (c) of subsection (1) of section 4 and of section 5 
shall apply to such person accordingly. 


22.—The Sultan in Council may make rules for the pur- 
pose of carrying out the provisions of this Enactment, and 
without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power 
such rules may provide for— 


(a) the form of register to be kept by Registration 
Authorities; 


(b) the establishment of a Central Registry; 


(c) fees to be paid by persons or any specified class 
or description of persons whose photographs 
are taken, for the purposes of section 4, by or 
under the direction of a Registration Authority, 
and the conditions under which a Registration 
Authority may waive the collection of such fees; 


a 


a 
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(d) the conditions on which a duplicate identity 


card may be issued under section 10 and the 
fee, if any, to be paid in respect thereof. 


23.—All rules and orders made under this Enactment shall 
be published in such manner as the Resident considers proper 
or expedient for ensuring due publicity, 
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